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collective Hellenic life, but also that Sparta was the recog-
nised head of this informal confederacy.    It is, moreover,
urged on the ground, not of inability on the part of the
Athenians to punish the men of Aigina if they chose to do
so, but of the duty of the Spartans to see that no member of
the Greek commonwealth betrayed the interests of the
society of which it formed a part.    The harmony here
exhibited between the Athenians and the Spartans is due
probably to the presence of a common danger, which
threatened the latter only in a less degree than it pressed
upon the former.   A strange story is told that when the
heralds appeared at Athens and at Sparta they were in
the former city thrown into the Barathron, a chasm into
which the bodies of criminals were hurled, and in the
latter into a well, having been told first to get thence the
earth and water which they wished to carry to the king.
The maltreatment of heralds was a crime alien to the
Greek character generally ; in the eyes of Athenians and
Spartans it was a crime especially heinous, and the sub-
sequent conduct of the latter people is by no means in ac-
cordance with this outburst of unreasoning vehemence.
Nor can it well be supposed that Dareios would send
messengers to the Spartans who had espoused the cause
of the Lydian king Kroisos, had sent an imperious mes-
sage to Cyrus himself (p. 47), and had been warned by
Cyrus that they should smart for their presumption.    But
that any overtures should be made to the Athenians, is to
the last degree unlikely.    If any such were made, they
would have taken the form of a demand that they should
receive again their old master Hippias.   But in truth
Artaphernes had long since taken their refusal to receive
him as a virtual declaration of war (p. 90) ; and it is hard
to think that a summons designed to test those with whom
the Persian king had not come into conflict should be
sent to men who were his operand avowed enemies.    It